THE DILEMMAS OP DOGMATISM

become Impossible if all rigidly insisted on the
absolute rightness of their own beliefs and the
absolute wrongness of all others.

So compromises have to be made to get alTa
common 'truth.' It must be recognized that not
everything which is believed to be 6 knowledge' is-
knowledge. In fact, it is safer to assume that none
have knowledge, though all think they have; to say
fact, men only have 'opinions,' which may be
nearer to or farther from ' the truth,5 but are not
of necessity as unquestionable as they seem to be.
Out of this concession to the social life arise three
problems. How are 6opinions5 to be compared
with each other, and how is the extent of their
f truthJ or * error' to be determined ? How is the
belief in absolute truth to be Interpreted and dis-
counted ? How is the penitent dogmatist, once he
has allowed doubt to corrupt his self-confidence, to be
stopped from doubting all things and turning sceptic?

As regards the first problem, the first question is
whether we shall try to test opinions and to arrive
at a standard of value by which to measure them
by comparing the opinions themselves with one
another, or shall presume that there must be some
absolute standard which alone is truly true, whether
we are aware of it or not. The former view is rela-
tivism, the latter is absolutism, in the matter of truth.
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